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Welcome to Wild Frontier Ecology’s first newsletter, containing a review of the last year,

services we currently offer and an outline of our plans for the future.

WFE 
PROJECTS

Wild Frontier Ecology’s staff has grown to 7 this year. In addition to Rob Yaxley, John Harris, Seth

Lambiase and Graham Riley, WFE has also recruited Susie Dickinson, Kelly Moyes and Will Riddett.

We are looking to expand our office accommodation shortly.

We have been heavily involved in conservation projects this year. We worked with the RSPB, assessing

Stone-Curlew nesting habitat in Breckland and are currently developing a management plan for Foxley

Wood National Nature Reserve. Environment Agency restoration projects on the River Wensum (below

centre), Norfolk Broads and Morston Sea Wall were supervised by WFE staff, who surveyed for bat roosts
and Adders (left), mitigated for Water Voles and captured and released Common Lizards (right)
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Our biggest project of 2009 has been conducting ecological surveys for

a cable route linking a proposed offshore wind farm in the North Sea

to a sub-station in central Norfolk. We surveyed 343 ponds for Great

Crested Newts and surveyed over 35km² of Norfolk countryside to

extended Phase 1 level along the route. GCNs were found in 63 of

these ponds, including this female (left). We have also conducted a

wide range of pre-construction ecological surveys on 35 proposed wind

farm sites across the UK, and have given expert ecological witness

testimony at a public inquiry for a wind farm in Devon.

Throughout the past year we have undertaken numerous

protected species surveys for small developments. The most

common surveys have been ecological assessments of

development sites, often focusing on locating bat roosts in

existing buildings. Developments of barns, cottages and old

houses have occasionally required further protected species

surveys for breeding birds, badgers, great crested newts and

reptiles. Surveys on these sites have identified 5 different

species of bat in the last year alone, and one barn was found to

contain a Common Pipistrelle maternity roost. We have also

acted as assessing ecologists on BREEAM office and school

developments, and were heavily involved with a large Code for

Sustainable Homes development in Thetford. WFE’s licensed bat surveyor assessing a 

barn in Suffolk

2009’s  
INTERESTING 

FINDINGS 

Our 30 most recent wind farm vantage point surveys at lowland wind farm proposal sites have found the 

following levels of occurrence of bird species considered sensitive to collision and avoidance impacts:
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WFE 

SERVICES

We are expert at planning, conducting and reporting on ecological surveys. We have a licensed bat

worker, licensed Great Crested Newt surveyors as well as expert knowledge in ornithology and all other

protected species. We offer a complete service for protected species surveys. Our level of involvement

in planning applications ranges from providing mitigation advice to writing ecology and ornithology

chapters for Environmental Statements, Appropriate Assessments and co-ordinating surveys with

specialist sub-contractors and other consultancies.

We can also offer:

•Arboricultural surveys

•Conservation and Appropriate Assessment advice

•BREEAM and Code for Sustainable Homes assessments.

•Ecological assessments of proposed road and rail links, cable

routes, pipelines and other infrastructure

•Mitigation for any protected species

•Phase 1, Phase 2 and NVC habitat classification surveys

•Site Management Plans and Biodiversity Enhancement Schemes

•Water body assessments for Great Crested Newts, Otters and

Water Voles

•If you would like further information about our services 

contact info@wildfrontier-ecology.co.uk

(May vary slightly at certain sites)Optimal Sub-optimal but possible Unsuitable

For more information on this and other issues visit our website www.wildfrontier-ecology.co.uk
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WFE 

FUTURE

•Research: WFE is planning to conduct airborne

bat surveys by attaching ultrasonic bat detectors to

large helium balloons. This will allow analysis of

bat activity at height, something which there is

currently very little data on.

•Business Development: we are looking to expand

our range of competencies and services, both

through extensive staff training and establishing

relationships with specialist associates

•Schedules: We are currently scheduling our

2010 summer survey season. 2009 was an

exceptionally busy and exciting year for us, and

we expect 2010 will be even busier. To assist

your project planning, we have put together an

illustrative calendar of protected species

surveys, using appropriate guidance.

WFE INFO:
PROTECTED 

SPECIES

SURVEY 

SEASONS

Other birds of interest seen on

vantage point surveys include

Common Crane, Great Skua and

Montagu’s Harrier. Pink-footed

Goose is the most numerous bird

seen, with over 53,000 recorded on
11 of these 30 sites.

Bat surveys on lowland wind farm

proposal sites have the occurrence

rates shown opposite.

These combined occurrence rates of

birds and bats help to put the

occurrence of species at any one

site into a broader context. This

helps us to interpret the current

guidance in a proportionate way.

4%

8%

16%

20%

56%

60%

96%

100%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Leisler's Bat

Serotine 

Brown Long-eared Bat 

Nathusius Pipistrelle 

Common Noctule 

Myotis spp.

Soprano Pipistrelle 

Common Pipistrelle

Sites with Bat Species Recorded

Bat Occurrence at 25 Wind Farm Sites

Setting up a bat survey in upland Wales
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